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…with the Condemned Criminal 

(the thief on the cross) 
Sunday, April 10 | Tommy Duke 

First Baptist Church of Garden City 
 

AT THE CROSS WITH THE CONDEMNED CRIMINAL 
Luke 23:32-33, 35-43 (NLT) 

 
“32 Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. 33 When they came 

to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also 
crucified—one on his right and one on his left.  

 
35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. ‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘let him save 
himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 36 The soldiers mocked him, too, 
by offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, ‘If you are the King of the 

Jews, save yourself!’ 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: ‘This is the 
King of the Jews.’ 39 One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, ‘So you’re the 

Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!’ 
 

40 But the other criminal protested, ‘Don’t you fear God even when you have been 
sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything 

wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.’ 43 And 
Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

 
WHAT THE THIEF ON THE CROSS TEACHES 

US ABOUT GOD’S SALVATION 
 

• SALVATION IS _____________________________. 
 

“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” – Luke 23:43 
(NLT) 

 
“Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone 

might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But God showed his 
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” – Romans 

5:7-8 (NLT) 

Memory Verse: 
“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” 

– Luke 23:43 (NLT) 
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“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a 
gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us 

can boast about it.” – Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT) 
 

• SALVATION IS  __________________________.  
 

“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure YOU, today YOU will be with me in paradise.’” – Luke 
23:43 (NLT) 

 
“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.” – Romans 10:9 (NLT) 
 

• SALVATION IS _____________________________. 
 

“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, TODAY you will be with me in paradise.’” – Luke 
23:43 (NLT) 

 
“But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” – Acts 2:21 (NLT) 

 

• SALVATION IS _________________________________________. 
 

“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, today you will be WITH ME in paradise.’” – Luke 
23:43 (NLT) 

 
(Jesus) “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me.” – John 14:6 (NLT) 
 

• SALVATION IS _____________________________.  
 

“And Jesus replied, ‘I assure you, today you will be with me IN PARADISE.’” – Luke 
23:43 (NLT) 

 
“ For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is 

God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in 
triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.” – Romans 5:17 (NLT) 

 
 
MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO: 

� Memorize Luke 23:43. 
� Receive God’s salvation through Jesus Christ for the first time. 
� Participate in the Good Friday fast from lunch this Friday. 
� Invite at least 3 people to Easter @ FBC with me next Sunday. 

______________   ______________   ________________ 
 
 

*Join us next Sunday, April 17, for Easter @ FBC as we kick off our new teaching 
series FEAR<LESS: Choosing Faith in a Frightening World. 

 
Bible verses are from the New King James Versions (NKJV) 
or the New Living Translation (NLT) unless otherwise noted. 


